
           

An AMA Gold Club 

 

Newsletter Editor.  

Hello everyone, I’m John Lawyer and I am going to 
be taking over as the newsletter editor.  I will admit 
I am terrible with names, so if I get your name 
wrong in the newsletter I apologize beforehand.  If 
I get other facts wrong, I apologize.  If you send me 
an email or hand me a note on any corrections, I 
will be glad to get it into the next newsletter.  
Besides, that will help me to take up space in the 
newsletter also.     You can contact me at 
jlawyer41@att.net or 765-918-7229 

I will always be happy to take input from anyone for 
the newsletter. 

 

Upcoming Events 

April 3 - Monthly club meeting, at the clubhouse, 7:00 pm 

May 1 - Monthly club meeting, at the clubhouse, 7:00 pm 

May 4 - Annual Avon Park Spring Fling (rain day is the 5th) 

June 5 – Monthly club meeting, at the clubhouse, 7:00 pm 

June 29 - 12th Annual Blacksheep Warbird Fly In, AMA 
sanctioned event #1710. 

July 3 - Monthly club meeting, at the clubhouse, 7:00 pm 

July 4 - Annual Independence Day cookout and evening 
activities  

March 2019 Meeting Minutes 
Recorded by Tom Carlyle, Secretary 

The March 2019 club meeting was held on March 6, 2019 at 
the Flying Field Clubhouse.  Vice President John Louden 
called the meeting to order shortly after 7:00 PM.  29 club 
members were in attendance. 
 
President's Report  
 No report. 

 
Vice President's Report  
 No report.   
 
Treasurer's Report  
 The club’s various bank account balances were 

summarized. 
 
Secretary’s Report 
 No report. 
 
Field Marshall’s Report 
 We have a new contact with Waste Management.  

Bryan Baumer asked if WM would aerate and seed our 
field and they said they would.  Bryan is thinking about 
using a sand/soil/seed mix to fill holes and low spots in 
the runway.  Bryan is going to take our contact to lunch 
to discuss more details.  

 Bryan wants to put a mowing schedule together with a 
group of volunteers.  Probably mow on Monday or 
Tuesday and later in the week (Friday). 

 The field is really soft right now, so don’t head out to the 
field on the first warm day and rut it up.  Please pit in 
the parking lot as much as possible. 

 Please don’t park in the grass until it dries out. 
 We need to reset the pit area posts and string new 

barrier rope.  We’ll need someone with an auger to dig 
the post holes. 

 Bryan is also going to talk to WM about getting more 
gravel for the parking area. 

 We need to replace the 72 MHz frequency board.  The 
board fully fell apart and is essentially gone. 
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Safety Coordinator's Report  
 No report. 
 
New Members/Visitors 
 No visitors or new members.  
 
Old Business 
 Several people said they are still working on their Sig 

Wonders for the Labor Day event. 
 
New Business 
 The FAA passed new rules applying to displaying our 

FAA pilot number on our aircraft.  The new rule requires 
it to be displayed on the outside of the aircraft.  The rule 
does not define where it must be placed or how big it 
must be.  We went over some suggestions about how 
to display the number. 

 Upcoming events 
 Daylight Savings Time begins on March 10. 
 Spring Fling is May 4th at the Avon Town Hall Park.  

Electric float planes only. 
 Warbird Fly-in trophy thoughts 

 Pre-WWII  
 WWII  
 Post-WWII 
 Best of Event   
 Other suggestions are welcomed 

 NMAD and our fundraiser for HVAF is August 10th.  The 
NMAD event has been sanctioned.  No pilot registration 
fees will be imposed, but all pilots who fly must hold 
valid AMA memberships and will be required to sign the 
registration documents.  As a raffle prize for the NMAD 
event, Tom and Tiffany Hatfield are donating a 1-week 
trip to Cabo San Lucas.  There was a good discussion 
about how to get better the word out about the event.  
More details about the event to come. 

 The Danville Airport Open House is August 17th.  We 
have put up static displays in the past and probably will 
do so again this summer. 

 There will be a highway clean-up day in mid-April.  We’ll 
send out a notice when the date is finalized. 

 The new gate and clubhouse lock codes went into 
effect on March 1. 

 The Warbird vendor donation request letters have been 
written but the vendors and their addresses still need to 
be verified. 

 
Show and Tell 
 John Louden has been making battery terminal caps so 

you can cap the battery plugs on lipos to prevent shorts.  
John has caps for Deans, EC-3, and EC-5 plugs.  He 
sells them in two colors (red and green) to help you 
know the battery charge state. 

 Scott Black brought in some planes from an estate sale.  
They are on the back table in the clubhouse.  If you’re 
interested in any of them, contact Scott.  
 

With no further club business, the meeting was adjourned.   
 
The April club meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 3rd.  
The meeting will be held at the Flying Field Clubhouse and 
will begin at 7:00 PM.   
 
One last reminder, please support your local hobby stores.  
Special thanks go out HobbyTown USA in Castleton for 
extending a discount to our club for our monthly and year 
end raffle prizes.   

 
Field reminders: 
-  If you should ever have to call 911 (or order 
pizza), our address is 178 E. Twin Bridges Rd  
-  If you are the last one at the field, be sure the 
clubhouse door is locked and the front gate is 
locked. 
-  Fly safe, the AMA safety rules are posted by the 
door of the clubhouse. 
-  If flying on 72 mhz, be sure to use the frequency 
board. 
-  There are fire extinguishers located just inside 
the clubhouse door. 
-  If you see trash or cans lying around, please pick 
it up. Let’s all keep our field beautiful. 
-  Try not to overflow gas, glow fuel or smoke fluid 
on the grass, causes bare sports. 
-  Be cognizant of others.   
- Watch for full scale planes.  Avoid any 
interaction. 
-  Please put aluminum cans in the bins that are 
located in the clubhouse and by the trash cans, we 
are recycling the cans to help pay for gas for the 
mowers. 
 

 

 



Avon Spring Fling from Scott Black. 

“The Spring Fling RC Festival is May 4th, 2019 at 
Avon Town Hall Park in Avon, Indiana.  RC 
airplanes, RC boats, Steam-powered Model 
Railroad, and RC trucks at TRAK 36!  It’s a free 
fun family day!   
 
This annual event is put on by the Indy Admirals 
RC Model Boat Club, the Hoosier RC Racers 
Club, the Blacksheep Squadron RC Modelers 
Club and IndyHobbies.com.  It’s a full day of all 
types of model hobbies! 
 
www.IndyAdmirals.org 
www.HRCRacers.com 
www.BlacksheepClub.org 
www.IndyHobbies.com  
 
All are welcome, both spectators and 
participants.  If you don’t belong to the club listed, 
but want to participate, please check in with 
them.  AMA membership required for float 
flying.  Electric powered models only and 2.4 GHz 
radio systems only.  No full scale vehicles allowed 
to move after 10 AM around the lake.  Follow this 
page for updates!” 
 

 

 
The Flying Field Discussion via Email 
 
Bryan Baumer  
Mar 29 at 8:30 AM 
 
Here’s an update on the field 
 
It’s currently the worst I’ve ever seen it, we’ve lost at least 
30% of the grass, possibly more, it’s completely saturated 
as well with more rain coming.  
 
We have borrowed a 36” wide pull behind core aerator, ( I’m 
a bit suspect of it’s potential effectiveness) but we will have 
to do that work ourselves, and it will need to dry out a bit 
before we do. I am concerned our window of opportunity for 
this is closing fast because we need to get grass seed down 
as soon as possible.  
 
In regards to seed, waste management has told me they will 
purchase it, I have given them the variety of seed we need 
as well as the quantity, I hope to have this soon.  
 
It’s possible we should just do the seed this spring, but if we 
take that route I think we should use a power reseeder to do 
it (a slit seeder) which we can rent fairly economically 
 
I also want to bring up the possibility of having to close the 
field for a few weeks as the seed takes place, short term 
heartache for better long term results.  
 
We can talk about this more at the meeting next 
Wednesday, I welcome your opinions on the overall 
approach , I’ve done some research but I’m no expert on 
this.  
 
BB  
 
 
Hall, Rege E  
Mar 29 at 8:56 AM 

Bryan, 

Thanks, we need to do what we can to recover the field, this 
has been a really tough winter with the vast temperature 
changes.  What are we planning on pulling the pull behind 
aerator?  I know the green mower in west shed will not 
mow, but will it run so we could use it to pull 
equipment?  We could mow a short strip off the runway for 
smaller stuff. 

 

Bryan Baumer  
Mar 29 at 9:23 AM 
 
Tom Hatfield has fabricated a towing mount for the large 
mower but it hasn’t been installed (probably not a big deal 
to do so) , I didn’t think the green mower is running, he said 
it was “dropping valves “ 
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Bryan Baumer  
Mar 29 at 11:30 AM 
 
Exciting new development, I stopped by Edwards 
Equipment and they have what I feel is the perfect solution 
for us. They have a commercial grade seeder that aerates 
as it seeds, with the bonus feature that it aerates with rather 
large spikes rather than pull cores of dirt. It seems the 
perfect solution to me. It’s not cheap because it requires a 3 
pt hitch, causing us to rent both the seeder and a tractor as 
well. We can get everything with delivery and pickup for 
about $450 for a day which is plenty of time. See picture 
attached. Looking at the weather, I think we could do this 
late next week, perhaps we can do a 50/50 or ask for 
donations at the meeting  
 

 
 
 
David Miller  
Mar 29 at 12:46 PM 
 
Without having to the seed or cobbling something together 
that might work, I vote to go with Bryan’s plan here.  
 
 
Hall, Rege E  
Mar 29 at 12:57 PM 

Would Joe Kosibas tractor pull this?  Might be someone 
else has a tractor.  Edwards used ot be a club member, 
wonder if he could discount it a little.  Any help from WM 
possible. 

Bryan Baumer  
Mar 29 at 1:15 PM 
 
I’ve already sent an email asking that, no reply yet  
 
 
Carlyle, Tom  
Mar 29 at 1:32 PM 

I’m not a tractor expert, so I’ll ask what may seem like a 
dumb question to the tractor educated…. 

Are all 3-point hitches the same?  Meaning, can you hook 
any brand of implement to any brand of tractor, as long as 
both are for the same type hitch (3-point, in this case)? 

 If you can, then I think we could reach out to Joe to see if 
he’s willing to let us use his tractor.  That should save us a 
few dollars for the equipment rental.  We might even go get 
the seeder, with Joe’s truck/trailer/tractor, if the seeder fit on 
Joe’s trailer with the tractor on it.  This could save delivery 
and pick up charges…if that makes any difference in the 
rental cost. 

We might also ask if WM has a tractor, backhoe, or other 
such device, that could pull the seeder for us.  They are a 
lot closer, and could simply drive it over to the field from the 
landfill.   That would also save Joe the trouble of loading up 
his tractor and towing it to the field.  We could then either 
have the seeder delivered, or someone with a flatbed trailer 
could go pick it up and drop it off, but only if, as I mentioned 
earlier, that would reduce the rental cost of the seeder due 
to delivery being included. 

I’ll defer to Bryan about contacting WM to see if they can 
help out with the cost of renting the equipment. 

Tom 

Hall, Rege E  
Mar 29 at 4:03 PM 

We can have Tom send a note regarding a 50/50 at the 
meeting Wednesday night to support extra field repairs if we 
need.  The board can have a quick meeting before the 
meeting Wednesday and approve the amount for rental 
from Edwards. 

 

Parker Hall  
Mar 30 at 4:34 PM 
 
Lots of rain this weekend! I think when considering long 
term health of the field it will be necessary to shut down the 
runway for a couple of weeks, maybe a month while 
reseeding or any other fixes take place. I’m sure we can set 
some sort of guidelines and amended safety rules to fly off 
the pits or down towards the south end of the field during 
this time.  
 
-Parker 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Favorite Workshop 
Tips 
Debra Cleghorn  
Featured News, How-tos  

 
In 2018, we wish you fair skies, calm winds, and 
plenty of time in the workshop. And speaking of the 
shop, these tips are sure to come in handy. Enjoy! 
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Propeller Safety Tips 
To prevent accidents, full-size aircraft are equipped 
with propellers that have brightly colored tips. Do the 
same with your model airplane propellers. Mask off 
the tips and spray on some bright yellow or white to 
make the prop tips more visible while it’s spinning. 
The finger you save might be your own! 

    

 

Easy Clevis Keepers 
If a clevis were to pop off one of your model’s control 
horns, you could lose control and crash. A simple and 
cheap way to prevent this from happening is to add a 
clevis keeper. Simply slice a thin section from some 
model fuel tubing and slip it over the clevis. It will act 
like an O-ring and keep the clevis securely in place 
without binding. 

  

  

 

Emergency Screwdriver 
It never fails that whenever you need a specific tool for 
the job, you’ll find that tool anywhere but where you 
need it. If you find yourself in need of a common, 
straight-blade screwdriver, you can always take a 
modeling blade and place it backwards in its handle. 
The exposed part of the blade can now be used to 
tighten that screw. 

 

Small Parts Sticker 
It is sometimes hard to place a wooden part properly 
inside a narrow fuselage. An easy way to do this is to 
use a sharp awl as a “part sticker.” Now, simply add 
glue to the part, stick it with the “part sticker” and 
guide it into position. 

 
 

by John Lawyer***  Till next month may all your 

landings be wheels down.  *** 
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